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Schools nationwide add high school initiative 

By Mikel Livingston 
Publication Date: 02/22/07 
Staff Writer    Print View 

Universities across the country are now 
following Purdue's lead and adding Project 
Lead the Way credentials to their curriculum.  

In January, Purdue became the first university 
in the nation to grant Project Lead the Way 
teaching certification along with its technology 
teaching degrees. 

Project Lead the Way is a New York-based 
initiative that began 10 years ago. The 
program seeks to increase both the number 
and quality of engineering students and does 
so by exposing high school students to a side 
of the discipline many do not see until college.  

"It's a pre-engineering program," said Rene 
Bailey, program coordinator at Purdue's 
College of Technology campus in Kokomo. 
"So there's a lot of math and science." 

Project Lead the Way classes are now offered in more than 500 high schools across the country and 
play a substantial role in preparing high school students for college engineering programs. 

Previously, Indiana teachers could only be certified by undergoing a two-week training session held 
at various sites throughout the state, which were sponsored in part by the Indiana Department of 
Education.  

"Last summer just at Kokomo we trained 170 teachers," said Bailey. "The teachers then go back to 
their schools and teach the Project Lead the Way curriculum." 

With the induction of Purdue into the Lead the Way program, teachers have yet another method to 
attain accreditation. 

"It used to be teachers had to go to professional development in the summer," said George Rogers, 
program coordinator of the Lead the Way education program at Purdue. "Now, when our graduates 
graduate with teaching licenses, they can come out with Lead the Way credentials as well. It allows 
graduates greater opportunities for selection of schools because schools are looking for teachers 
qualified to teach Project Lead the Way." 

As the project continues to grow and more universities adopt Project Lead the Way teaching 
degrees into their curriculum, Purdue's certification into the program promises to be the first of 
many. 

 
Purdue recruit Dan Dierking poses for his 
high school football photo. 

 

Sam Petry, a senior at Jefferson High 
School, jumps out of a fake television screen 
as part of the Haunted Feargrounds, located 
at the Tippecanoe Co. Fairgrounds. 

 

Shawn Casseday, a sophomore at West 
Lafayette High School, holds his sign up in 
protest to the war. Casseday, members of 
Purdue Organization for Labor Equality, and 
the Lafayette Area Peace Coalition protested 
silently on the steps of the Tippecanoe 
County courthouse. 

OnePurdue is scheduled to launch in December 
(08/30/2006) 

Light Attack project connects people to art 
(02/02/2007) 

Mars Rover Project seeks to educate children 
about space travel (02/27/2007) 
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